LIVING AMIDST
THE LANDSCAPE
Jens Hildebrandt and architect, Paolo Deliperi, contacted
Alan Dawson and his team to create the landscaped space
on this project in Higgovale, Cape Town. Located on the
foot of Table Mountain, this project eases contemporary
charm and quite effortlessly merges with the surrounding
environment for an elegant, indigenous effect.

Size: 550m2
Timeline: +- 6 months
Cost: R 400 000.00
Location: Higgovale, Cape Town

PORTFOLIO

THE BRIEF
The brief was to create various garden rooms/
areas around the house. It was vital that no
views were obstructed. The use of as much
indigenous plant material that would blend in
with the surrounding vegetation on the mountain
was vital. It had to ultimately look like the house
had been dropped into the landscape.
According to architect, Paolo Deliperi, two
early decisions informed the design concept
for this private residence. The first was to
demolish the original house whilst, at the same
time, working with the existing footprint. The
second decision was to do away with the original
double storey, choosing to rather elongate the
original footprint at ground level. This has the
net effect of improving the circulation and flow,
developing a stronger relationship between the
inside and outside and visually re-introducing the
slopes of Table Mountain to the site (previously
hidden by the imposing roof structure of the
original building).
Though not a shy building it manages to form
a gentle relationship with the natural environment
that surrounds it. The Fynbos on the Table
Mountain reserve to the South is introduced in
the form of a roof garden on the new structure
and continues to cascade over an artificial
hill (created by clean rubble from the original
demolition) to the North of the building. Like
volcanic larvae the mountain vegetation seems
to engulf the building. Perennial grass on the
roof not only insulates the interior but, with
its' soft tuft moving in the breeze, contrasts
effectively with the strong architectural language;
these two contrasting elements thus tell a story
about each other. From an energy efficiency point
of view the building is designed by first principals.
Alan Dawson explains that Careful thought and
some research was done to choose the correct
plants for a difficult site. There was a huge
amount of rubble on site from the demolition.
All the rubble was used in a gabion retaining
wall at the bottom of the property. The gabion
retaining wall is 3m high. Because of the lack
of (and poor) topsoil on site, large amounts
of good quality topsoil had to be imported.
Existing sleepers on site were re-sized and used
as steps to gain access throughout the steep
side gardens. Extensive waterproofing and
drainage layers had to be done and installed on
the roof garden. A light weight topsoil/compost
mix had to be imported in order to confide to
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the load bearing capacity on the roof. A pond
was constructed to catch the seepage water
from the mountain. The excess seepage water,
the roof water and ground run off water is all
channelled and piped into storage tanks at the
bottom of the garden, which in turn is used
to irrigate the garden. No formal landscaping
plan exists. Each of the 8 garden areas was
discussed and decided on as the building of the
house progressed. It was a unique project in that
each area developed as the house developed.

ABOUT ALAN DAWSON GARDENS

Alan Dawson Gardens was established in 1994 and
operates all over Cape Town, landscaping properties of all
sizes. We are a Principal member of SALI and have over
the years won numerous landscaping awards. The
success of Alan Dawson Gardens is due largely to the high
standards set and the support of loyal, professional
landscape supervisors and gardeners. We obtain great
pleasure and satisfaction from what we do and jealousy
protect the relationships we have built up with clients over
the years.

SUPPLIERS
All indigenous plants
Fridhem Farm Nursery
Marc Dawson
082 804 2241

Pool
Norwen pools
Owen Rhoda
0829200855

All indigenous trees
Just Trees Nursery
Carl Pretorius
083 601 2235

Outdoor tiles
Rockstone grip,
Cotto D’Este,
Jens Hildebrandt
0798219832

Compost
Reliance Compost
Pieter Kotze
079 885 3585

Decking
Garapa, Saplings.
Paul Blackbeard
021 9312663

Irrigation
Aquamatic Irrigation
Evan Jackson
082 772 3846

Fertilizer
AgriFert

www.prolandscaper.co.za
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