R E V A M P,
RESHAPE,
REVITALISE
Alan Dawson Gardens shines with a project
requiring a complete overhaul, achieving
a beautiful country park garden that has
not only delivered more than expected
for the client, but the SALI judges enjoyed
it so much that they awarded this garden
a well-deserved trophy at the 2017 SALI
Awards of Excellence.

T

his beautiful country park garden was an
existing garden that needed an enormous
revamp and clean up with large aliens and exotics
removed. The garden was in need of a total
re-shape which was certainly achieved with the
fervent use of an excavator and digger loader.
The large tree stumps were required to be
removed as well and the garden shaped and
sloped. It was a mammoth task, but Alan Dawson
and his team were up for the challenge.
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- Frid Hem Farm Nursery
- Habitat Mature Tree Nursery

Alan’s team had a period of 4 months to complete
the job. It was difficult at times as the house was
undergoing extensive renovations and the team
had to work around the building contractors
throughout the process.
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Sam Zaayman
021 704 0124

The Brief
The clients’ brief was to a create a park-like
garden that would complement the aesthetic and
charm of the house as well as the surrounding
areas. The client also requested several garden
rooms around the home for various purposes.
The rooms include a shade garden at the cottage,
this was created under an enormous existing
blue gum tree. Various species of plectranthus
together with camellias were utilised in this space.
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Compost
Reliance
Paving
BDK Paving

The landscaped area is about 2000m2.
Cost: +- R 5 00 000
Location: False Bay, Western Cape.

Bespoke Bollards
StoneAge
www.prolandscaper.co.za
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The second room is the formal, partierred garden,
which you need to walk through in order to get
to the front door. This garden consists of neat,
clipped hedges, ice berg standards on obelisks,
and large groupings of perennials.
Central to this garden is a magnificent
rotating sculpture which the client has had
for many years.
The fire pit garden was created for entertainment
and to take in the views of False Bay in the
distance. This was formed by the construction
company and fits beautifully into the garden with
foliage all around it.
The Koi pond and deck were created by using
and upgrading the existing kidney shaped
swimming pool. A Garapa deck was extended
over the one end of the pool for viewing and
relaxing, and it also serves as a hiding place for
the Koi when the Herons arrive.
Large stainless-steel gabions were installed into
the pool in 3 places, accommodating the water
lilies and reeds.
The braai/entertainment area was upgraded for
the client’s daughter to entertain friends. It is set
under a large, and existing cedar and nestled into
the shade planting. A magnificent Dylan Lewis
Sculpture is situated in the garden under the
Cedar to accompany this section of the garden.
A Garapa timber seat was also built- in around
the braai area.

The Jacuzzi garden, situated at the end of the
new large rim swimming pool, is surrounded
by grasses.
The herb and vegetable garden outside the
kitchen has been planted with a selection of
culinary herbs and vegetables which are often
used by the owners
At the far end of the herb garden lawn, a large
Lagerstroemia indica was craned in and planted.
The driveway garden on a steep bank has been
planted with a selection of indigenous shrubs
and groundcovers which give magnificent colour
throughout the year, as well as attract an array of
birds and insects.

system. Top quality Kikuyu instant lawn was
selected for this project and the paving in the
partierre garden and driveway came together nicely
to produce a fantastic result, as the contractor
cleverly used the existing paving together with a
new border in the partierre garden.
To compliment the hard landscaping, bespoke
bollards were made and placed on the road verge.
These were designed specifically for this project.
The client is extremely happy with the outcome
and believes that he received so much more
than he was expecting. A beautiful, peaceful,
colourful and flowering garden has been created
that is used and enjoyed by all its many visitors
throughout the year.

The entrance courtyard is surrounded by a
narrow planting of Liriope ‘evergreen giant’ and
large trees that were craned in to screen the
clients from their neighbours and break the scale
of the double story house.
Large Liquidambers, Syzygium guineense and
Magnolia grandiflora were also craned in and
the entrance courtyard trees have been under
planted with Dietes grandiflora
The plant palette was sourced from local
wholesale nurseries, who provided Alan’s team
with top quality plants.
The timber decking and seating was
professionally installed as was the irrigation

ABOUT ALAN DAWSON GARDENS
Alan Dawson
Gardens was
established in 1994
and operates all
over Cape Town,
landscaping
properties of all
sizes. We are a Principal member of SALI and have
over the years won numerous landscaping awards.
The success of Alan Dawson Gardens is due
largely to the high standards set and the support of
loyal, professional landscape supervisors and
gardeners. We obtain great pleasure and
satisfaction from what we do and jealousy protect
the relationships we have built up with clients over
the years.
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